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The Reporter is dedicated to promoting the interests 

of Sahib Shriners, Shriners Hospitals for Children, 

Shriners Hospitals for Children specializing in burn 

care, the Sahib Shrine Clubs and Units and 

Freemasonry. 

 
DEADLINE 

All materials for publication must be submitted to the 

editor no later than the 15th day of each month. 

Publication date is the first day of each month. 
Electronic submissions of text, photos and ads are 

preferred and may be submitted via email, thumb 

drive or via a file hosting service. 
Sahib Shriners disclaim any liability from any loss or 

damages resulting from articles, opinions, statements 

or representations expressed or implied in this 

publication.  All rights reserved.  No part of this 

publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any 

form without written permission from the publisher, 

except by other officially recognized Shriners 

publications. In the event of approved reproduction, 

credit must be given in the publication to Sahib 

Shriners.  Requests for reproduction should be 

addressed to Sahib Shriners. 

 
SHRINERS HOSPITAL INFORMATION 
For information or assistance in contacting the 

Shriners Hospitals for Children call: 
 National: (800) 237-5055 

 Florida: (888) 665-KIDS (5437) 

 Sarasota: (941) 955-2494 

 e-mail: hospital@sahibshrine.org 
The Reporter is a monthly digital publication for members 

of the Sahib Shrine.  Printed copies can be obtained at the 

office for a fee. Annual membership dues are $125, payable 

to the Sahib Shrine Temple, Inc., 600 N Beneva Road, 

Sarasota, FL 34232. 

ON THE COVER:  First place winners two years running! A representative from the Arcadia 

Parade presents the 2020 First Place Award for Best Parade Group to our Sahib Shriners who are 

tickled pink (as you can tell by their shirts). Sahib members from left are Noble Thomas ñPepperò 

Mabray, Potentate Gary Fields, and Lady Sharon Thornsberry. Also shown is our 2019 trophy. 
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Potentateõs 

Message 

March started off with a visit from the Imperial Potentate. He was well received and his wife and 

he were quite impressed with Sahib Shrine.  

On March 10th, the Birthday & Anniversary Dinner Dance was a hit with everyone who attended. 

The food was great, but the music developed technical difficulties. We will work on that for May. 

Thank you to Noble Bill Batten and the Greeters for a delightful evening. That is the good stuff. 

As everyone knows, this is a trying time in our country. Everyoneôs lives have been turned upside 

down one way or another. Financially, emotionally, health wise, and otherwise it has been disturbing 

trying to survive.  

Who would have thought the world would be terrorized by a virus? This is totally unheard of in 

this day and age. And it is affecting everyone. It is all people are talking about. Where did it come 

from? How did it get here? I am scared of catching it. What should I do? And the last question is 

always, when will it end? 

I alone do not have the answers. But with prayer and faith, we will overcome this together. Check 

on your neighbors. Call friends and family. Do something nice for someone. Volunteer. Deliver food 

to the needy. Walk your dog and someone elseôs dog. Find a home project you have put off. File your 

taxes. There are lots of things to make the time pass.  

We will keep you up-to-date on when Sarasota Event Center re-opens. This is one thing we are all 

looking forward to in the future. 

But the most important is to stay safe. This too will pass. 

Sharon and I look forward to seeing you in the near future! 

Notes from your Divan 
 

Yours in the faith, 

Wm. Gary Fields 
Wm. Gary Fields, PP, Sahib Shriners Potentate 2020 
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CƛǊǎǘ [ŀŘȅΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
First Lady Sharon Thornsberry 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Just a small corner of info that I 

would like to do as Sahibôs First Lady 

to help the children. My plan is to visit 

the hospital at least once a month, and 

I am happy to tell you that our first 

meeting and tour was March 10th. 

Margie Thomas and I took a tour 

to Tampa hospital and we were 

greeted by two lovely administrative 

women and our very informative tour 

guide MAC! After informing them of 

our plans monthly, they invited us in 

April to do a craft project with the 

children. 

I am inviting anyone who would like 

to join us. I plan on giving a date at 

least two weeks in advance. I have 

attached a wish list from the hospital, 

and plan on fulfilling this all year 

long. Please give our potentate Gary 

Fields all your donations. 

One other thing I would like to 

say is: If you donôt like what youôre 

doing, get out and do what you like! 

I challenge all of us to be nice to 

one another and smile whether we feel 

like it or not; and if you donôt have 

anything nice to say to anyone just 

donôt say anything at all! 

Remember, letôs stand behind our 

leaders at Sahib because we are all in 

this together to make our temple the 

best ever!! 

Love and happiness to all, 

Lady Sharon 

First Lady Sharon Thornsberry (right) and Lady Margie 
Thomas (left) visited Shriners Healthcare for Children ς 
Florida in March, and brought donations from Sahib. At 
center is an administrator at the Tampa facility. 

Photo provided by First Lady Sharon Thornsberry 

Donation Wish List 
Infants 
Toys that have lights and sounds 

Toddler/Preschool 
Dora the Explorer 
Mickey Mouse and Friends 
Elmo and Friends 
Dinosaurs 
Crayons 

Adolescents 
Wallets ς male/female 
MenΩs cologne and body wash 
WomenΩs perfume and body wash 
Make-up and nail polish 
Model cars, glue, and paint 
Crafts: bead art, jewelry, latch hook 
Uno cards 

Miscellaneous 
LOL toys 
RyanΩs toy review 
Jo Jo Siwa 
Spanish books and games 

When making a donation, please remember: 
We are unable to use/accept the following items: 
Used items 
Used clothing and shoes 
Items made of rubber and latex 
Toys that promote violence 
VHS tapes 
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Dear Fellow Nobles,  

First, I would like to THANK  each of you for what you do 

every day for our fraternity and for Shriners Hospitals for 

Children®.  Since July, as Cheryl and I have made our visits 

to the temples and health care locations, we have been 

continually overwhelmed by the dedication that all of you 

demonstrate daily for your temples and for the children that 

we care for.   

This time of year, nearly every temple has a ceremonial that 

brings in new nobles.  TODAY I am challenging each of 

you to find JUST ONE new member for your templeôs 

ceremonial this spring.  There are many men who would 

greatly enjoy the opportunity to join the fun and fellowship 

that we have to offer AND to see those miracles that happen 

every day for the special children that depend on us. Every 

temple needs new members ï take advantage of your spring 

ceremonial to bring a new noble into your temple.   
 

  

   

  

Jeffrey L. Sowder 

Imperial Potentate 
 

 

Letôs ALL renew our PRIDE and ENTHUSIASM for our great fraternity ï we are all members of a great 

fraternity ï FREEMASONRY ï and, as Shriners, we OWN the Worldôs GREATEST PHILANTHROPY 

ï Shriners Hospitals for Children. Be ready with your ñtwo minute elevator speechò so when someone 

asks why you are a Shriner you can quickly tell them.   

We have a lot to be proud of ï we need to tell the world!! 

Yours in the faith, 
 

  

   

  

Jeffrey L. Sowder 

Imperial Potentate 
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Please note: 
For those planning on 
attending funeral services for 
two of our members who 
recently passed, changes in 
dates are as follows: 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ bŜŀƭ aŎYƻǿƴ, 
former Treasurer of Sahib 
Temple, will be held at a future 
date to be determined. 

A memorial for Dick Schmidt, 
Transportation Chairman, will 
be held on his birthday, August 
11, 2020. 
 

2020  
Birthday & 

Anniversary 
Celebrations  

If your unit or club would like 
to host this event, please 
contact the Potentate. 

Saturday, May 9 
Host: Hillbillies 

Saturday, July 11 
Host: TBD 

Saturday, September 12 
Host: Motor Corps 

Saturday, November 13 
Host: Cabiri 


